








Dear Alumni:

This is the first issue of what will, I hope, become an annual contri-
bution to your stack of "must" reading matter. Its purpose is not so much
to bring you news from the campus--although we intend to do a 1ittle of that--
as it is to enable you to keep up with each other. (You know--the "How in
blazes can old Charlie be running his own Tirm when he drai.k his way through
grad school?" game.)

As most of you know, we sent questionnaires to the Department's grad-
uates last fall, and the material contained in the "Alumni Activities" section
(page 8 forward) was taken from the returned forms. e mailed out about 300
questionnaires and received some 175 responses--not a bad rate, but one which
we hope will improve next time around. In the meantime, if we have your
address (or job, or kids' names) wrong, or if you can provide us with infor-
mation on those from whom we didn't hear, please drop a 1ine. In the future
a much briefer form, simply asking for Newsletter information and comments,
will be mailed to you each fall.

We hope, of course, that the Newsletter will serve to develop a stronger
sense of community among the growing ranks of I11inois-trained planners. My
first year with the program has yielded a great deal of personal satisfaction,
and I am proud to be associated with the faculty, staff, and students of
this Department. We are a community of sorts, and you, the alumni, are im-
portant parts of that community as well. I have met a number of you this
year, at conferences and meetings, and Took forward to becoming acquainted
with many more in the future.

If you have any suggestions concerning ways in which the Newsletter

might be more interesting or useful, don't hesitate to get in touch. And
by all means drop by when you are in the area.

Sincerely,

Mike Brooks
Head
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