
Department of Urban and Regional Planning 
Plan of Study Template – MUP Students 
 
The Plan of Study is designed to both help MUP students develop plans supporting their 
learning goals and professional identities, and also to assist department staff in advising 
and supporting students. The Plan of Study is designed to be a living document - incoming 
students submit an initial Plan of Study at the conclusion of the MUP program orientation, 
and then provide an updated Plan of Study at the end of the second semester in the 
program and a minor update at the beginning of the third semester in the program. 
Iterations of the Plan of Study should show evidence of evolving thoughts and actions 
regarding both personal and professional identities and should contain sufficient detail to 
help department advisers and program staff in supporting identify formation and 
professional development. 
 
These guidelines are designed to help you develop an initial Plan of Study that meets 
department minimum requirements. To meet these requirements, create a document 
which contains your name, answers to each of the goal statements, narrative articulation 
of your concentration, narrative articulation of your capstone plan, and a draft curriculum 
that meets all degree requirements and that is consistent with your concentration and 
capstone plans (please refer to the MUP Program Handbook for a complete listing of all 
degree requirements).  
 
 
 Goal Statements 
 
Please provide narrative descriptions for the following goals during your time in the 
program. Each of your narrative statements should be approximately 250 words in length 
and may become longer as you advance in your curriculum. 
 

1. Personal Goals - What are your goals during your time as a Planning at Illinois 
Graduate Student? 

2. Professional Goals - What are your professional goals for the five-year period after 
you complete your Planning at Illinois graduate degree? 

3. Curriculum and Support - What kinds of training and support will you need to 
achieve the goals you mention above? 

4. Statement of Impact - What kind of impact do you want to have in your area or field 
of work? 

5. Leadership Goals - In what ways do you want to develop as a leader in your area or 
field of work? 

 
Concentration 
 



Describe your concentration area (250 words). You may follow the guidelines associated 
with concentrations listed in the MUP program handbook or may articulate your own 
concentration based upon your personal goals and professional development goals. 
Please identify which concentration foundation, methods, and application courses you will 
take as well as any additional elective coursework you envision supporting your 
concentration. 
 

1. Concentration Description and Goals 
2. Concentration Coursework 

a. Concentration Foundation 
b. Concentration Methods 
c. Concentration Application 
d. Concentration Electives 

 
Capstone Plan 
Describe your proposed capstone pathway (workshop, project, thesis), as well as how you 
envision this pathway fitting into your learning and professional development goals (250 
words). 
 
Curriculum 
Identify the courses you have or intend to take to satisfy MUP curriculum requirements. List 
each course by its number and name (e.g. UP 505: Urban and Regional Analysis). You may 
use the table below as a suggested guideline but may modify to meet your needs and 
curriculum. 
 

Course Type Fall 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 Fall 2 Spring 2 

Core      

Concentration      

Elective      

Capstone      

 
Submission 
 
Please save your Plan of Study document using the following naming convention: 
(lastname_firstname.pdf) and save as a PDF file. Submit your completed Plan of Study to 
the file dropbox link provided by program staff (you will be provided with separate links to 
upload your initial Plan of Study as well as updates). Please contact the program Academic 
Adviser or Director of Graduate Studies with any questions about your submission.  
 


