
FALL 2025 | CHICAGO SEMINAR

This seminar introduces students to the technical and spatial 

foundations of theatre planning, with a focus on how architecture 

supports the unique demands of performance environments. 

Through site visits, guest lectures, and hands-on exercises, 

students will examine the anatomy of performing arts facilities and 

the complex systems that shape the experience of both audience 

and performer.

Topics include architectural acoustics, AV systems integration, 

lighting and rigging infrastructure, seating and sightlines, front-of-

house and back-of-house planning, rehearsal and support spaces, 

and material strategies tailored to performance-specific needs. 

Emphasis will be placed on how systems design intersects with 

spatial experience, usability, and cultural context.

The seminar includes visits to Chicago-based theatres and 

performance venues, where students will analyze spatial 

organization, audience relationships, and technical infrastructure. 

Guest lectures from theatre consultants, acousticians, and other 

professionals will offer insight into the coordination and execution 

of performance-based architecture.

This seminar is designed to support students enrolled in the 

Chicago Studio, whose Fall 2025 project centers on a reimagined 

performing arts center for UrbanTheatre Company in Humboldt 

Park.


