
Peer comparison 
A review of theatre school websites to inform the Department of Theatre at 
the University of Illinois website project 
 

 

American Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA) 

🌟 Northwestern School of Communication | Theatre 

USC School of Dramatic Arts 

🌟 NYU | Tisch School of the Arts 

🌟 Yale School of Drama 

Illinois State University School of Theatre & Dance 

University of Michigan | Theatre & Drama 

Carnegie Mellon University | School of Drama 

 

 

American Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA) 

      URL: https://www.amda.edu/ 

      Items in main navigation: About / Campuses / Programs / Admissions / Scholarships & 

Financial Aid / Faculty / Student Life / Alumni / AMDA News / High School Programs / Gap 

Programs 

Eyebrow navigation: Request information / Schedule an audition / Apply now 

 

         Screenshots:  



 

^ Live countdown on homepage to virtual open houses. This is probably overkill, but the clarity 

on “what’s open/possible right now” is useful. Potential students interested in these disciplines 

know exactly what a next step might be. 

 

^ Text is embedded in these images, not accessible, low-res.  

 



 

^ Screenshot from programs/acting. Walls of text, impossible to scan, small typeface size. The 

website makes the academy and the programs feel ENORMOUS in a bad way. 

 

 

^ More emphasis on availability of “next possible step” on the campuses/los-angeles page. 



 

^ Nice overview of facilities -- for IL Theatre students, this might be useful to see Krannert, 

rehearsal spaces, classrooms, performance spaces (not residence halls). 

 

^ Not that cute looking, but clear visual hierarchy of admissions steps.  

https://www.amda.edu/campuses/los-angeles


 

^ Slideshows all over the place, but lack of captions hurts (no production titles, we don’t know if 

these are recent, people in photos/photographers don’t get credited) 

 

🌟 Northwestern School of Communication | Theatre 

      URL: https://communication.northwestern.edu/theatre/ 

     Items in main navigation: About Theatre / Programs / Faculty / Student Events / The Wirtz 

Center for the Performing Arts / Kelsey Pharr, Jr. Speaker Series / Contact Us 

Within each program site: About / Program of Study / Faculty / Internships / Admissions 

         Screenshots:  



 

^ Programs are grouped by graduate/professional and undergraduate. 

 

^ Program of Study pages are formatted well, easy to scan. Content includes (for MFA program): 

- Whether this is a terminal degree 

- How many quarters/how many minimum classes each quarter 

https://directing.northwestern.edu/program-of-study/


- How long students have to complete the program 

- Categories of core study 

- Core courses 

- Details on first- and second-year creative research/work 

- Details on thesis and oral defense 

- PDF of student handbook 

 

^ Admissions information is clear, again because of the formatting (bullet points, main points 

first--applying through the Graduate School--white space). 



 

^ Landing page for program clearly guides prospective students from their perspective. 

Language isn’t hard to understand, not too academic. 

 

USC School of Dramatic Arts 

      URL: https://dramaticarts.usc.edu/ 

     Items in main navigation: Apply / Programs / On Stage / News / Faculty / Alumni / Giving / 

About 

         Screenshots:  

https://directing.northwestern.edu/


 

^ Messaging at the top of the homepage.  

 

^ Alumni, student, “news” posts on homepage. Blurbs are effective, calling out specific topics 

from each feature.  

 

^ Faculty features on homepage. “Here’s what some look like” is a strange mood. 



 

^ Alumni features on homepage (not interviews, just features about them). Very similar to what IL 

Theatre has now. 

 

 

^ Caption with student names, production title, etc. shows prospective students that the school 

sees individuals as important. 

 

https://dramaticarts.usc.edu/programs/undergraduate/bachelor-of-arts/


 

^ “On Stage” section has brief information and links to current/upcoming productions. Is this 

something the IL Theatre staff would have the bandwidth to keep updated? 

 

🌟 NYU | Tisch School of the Arts 

      URL: https://tisch.nyu.edu/ 

     Items in main navigation: About / Programs & Departments / Admissions / Diversity & Inclusion 

/ News & Events / Giving / Community 

         Screenshots:  

https://dramaticarts.usc.edu/on-stage/
https://tisch.nyu.edu/


 

^ ONE hero image (not a slideshow or rotating list of images) at the top of the homepage (no 

caption though) with a high-impact headline aside it 

 

 

^ Programs on homepage (news story is pinned) 

https://tisch.nyu.edu/
https://tisch.nyu.edu/


 

Program page example: 

- Overview 

- Social media links 

- Apply now link 

- Slideshow of images 

- Quote from notable alum 

- Related news headlines 

 

 

^ Admissions landing page - lively, dynamic photo full of emotion 

https://tisch.nyu.edu/drama
https://tisch.nyu.edu/drama/admissions


 

^ Top of Drama Admissions landing page, message from director of admissions 

https://tisch.nyu.edu/drama/admissions


 

^ Drama Admissions landing page - not the most clearly formatted, but clarifies dates/next steps 

and it feels trustworthy and up to date 

https://tisch.nyu.edu/drama/admissions


 

^ Language on About Tisch landing page is vibrant, “you” focused 

About Tisch landing page content: 

- Brief mission statement/nod to history 

- Link to Explore Our History 

- Overview of school breadth and programs 

- Link to Take a Virtual Tour 

- Summary of students, rigorous admissions process 

- Link to View the Latest Student & Alumni News 

- Overview of faculty renown 

- Link to Read the Latest Faculty News 

- Summary of NYC, inspiration of city 

- Link to Schedule a Visit 

https://tisch.nyu.edu/about/about-tisch


- Blurb about NYU, opportunities of global network 

- Link to Learn More about Study Abroad 

- Overview of alumni network 

- Link to Learn More about Alumni Network 

 

 

🌟 Yale School of Drama 

      URL: https://www.drama.yale.edu/  

     Items in main navigation: About Us / Training / Productions / Admission / Alumni / [Apply] 

[Financial Aid] 

Note: They refer to programs as “training.” Training in acting, design, sound design.. etc. 

         Screenshots:  

 

^ YouTube embed loop (silent) in the hero on homepage 

 

https://www.drama.yale.edu/
https://www.drama.yale.edu/


 

^ Very clear, straightforward presentation of programs/disciplines on the homepage. They don’t 

all have their own “personality,” but they’re all presented equally and it’s very easy to 

understand. 

 

https://www.drama.yale.edu/


 

^ Timely information on the homepage. Are people asking these questions of the Theatre 

department? Surely. 

 

https://www.drama.yale.edu/


 

^ Slideshow of “our core values” on the homepage. Something about this works, because it’s ok 

if site visitors don’t click through. It conveys “we prioritize this, and we have more than one.” As a 

reader/site visitor, you still get some of the message even if you don’t click through. 

 

Program page 

 

^ Great restrained description of the students they’re looking for, the format of the education, 

and the relationships they’ll build.  

https://www.drama.yale.edu/
https://www.drama.yale.edu/training/acting/


 

^ Numbers and relevant links - financial aid, production opportunities, student groups 

 

 

^ Testimonials (Good idea to use a quote as the title, site visitors get value from it) and slideshow 

of productions 

 

Productions 

https://www.drama.yale.edu/training/acting/


 

^ Great, energetic, emotional image for top of the Productions page 

 

 

^ Example of a production. Can we use our existing Events type to do this well? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drama.yale.edu/productions/


Illinois State University School of Theatre & Dance 

      URL: https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/theatre-dance/  

     Items in main navigation: Academics / Student Life / Events & Activities / Faculty & Staff / 

Alumni / About 

         Screenshots:  

 

^ It’s a pretty bad website and this is a bad choice for the hero image. It looks goofy, like this is 

where you come to learn to do children’s theater. 

 

https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/theatre-dance/


 

^ The information on the Admissions page isn’t the worst. Clear headings, good use of bulleted 

and numbered lists. Audition dates are clear. 

 

 



 

University of Michigan | Theatre & Drama 

      URL: https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/theatre-dance/  

     Items in main navigation: Faculty / Academics & Opportunities / Events & News / Alumni / 

Videos / Ways to Connect 

         Screenshots:  

 

^ OK, I’m learning a lot about photo choices. These faces are so goofy. Is this the kind of thing 

you dream of doing as an undergrad theatre student? Is just being onstage enough? 

It’s a bad site. 

Department page includes: 

- LONG text all about itself 

- Goofy production photo 

- Alumna quote 

- Faculty list and production photo 

- Links to Undergrad Degree, Past Productions, Guests/Masterclasses, 

Performance/Production Opportunities, Shops/Studios, and Youth Programs 

- News and events 

- Alumni 

- Related videos 

- Contact information 

 

https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/theatre-dance/


 

Carnegie Mellon University | School of Drama 

      URL: https://www.drama.cmu.edu/ 

     Items in main navigation: About / Programs / Admissions / Box Office / People / Showcase 

         Screenshots:  

A very weird website. Obviously CM can tout their news/events on the homepage and that’s 

strong content by itself.  

Programs page: 

 

^ The Programs page. HERE ARE THE GOOD PHOTOS. Such a difference in intensity between 

these and the bad example of ISU and U Mich. This reflects students the way they want to be 

seen. 

 

 



^A bit intense, but confident. 

 

^ I mean, if you have Zachary Quinto, use his quote. It’s also a good quote - creative, expansive, 

playground. 

https://www.drama.cmu.edu/programs/undergraduate/acting-music-theater/


 

^ It’s hard for me to believe that a list of alumni is as effective as people may think… I may be 

wrong.  


