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1. Welcome

Welcome to the Master of Education (EdM) in Art Education at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.

The EdM is an intensive, one-year graduate degree designed for educators, artists,
researchers, and professionals who wish to deepen their understanding of art education,
visual culture, creativity, and learning. Through graduate coursework in art education and
related fields, students engage critically with contemporary theories, research, and
practices that shape arts education in schools, museums, community settings, and other
learning environments.

Students in the program become part of a vibrant community of scholars and practitioners
committed to examining the role of art and visual culture in society. Working closely with
faculty and peers, EdM students explore new ideas, challenge assumptions, and develop
perspectives that can inform their professional practice and future endeavors.

This handbook provides program-specific information about degree requirements,
advising, and academic expectations. It should be read alongside the School of Art &
Design Graduate Student Handbook and the Graduate College Handbook, which contain
policies and resources that apply to all graduate students at the University of Illinois.

Graduate College Handbook: https://handbook.grad.illinois.edu/full



https://handbook.grad.illinois.edu/full

2. Program Goals

The EdM program provides advanced study in art education through graduate coursework
and scholarly inquiry. The program is designed to help students:

¢ Examine major theories, concepts, and debates in art education.

e Develop a critical understanding of the relationships among art, visual culture,
education, and society.

¢ Reflect on and analyze educational practices in a variety of learning environments.
¢ Explore contemporary issues affecting arts education and educational policy.
¢ Engage with research and scholarship relevant to art education and related fields.

o Strengthen their ability to communicate ideas through discussion, writing, and other
forms of academic engagement.

¢ Develop informed perspectives that can contribute to the improvement of arts
education practice, research, and advocacy.

3. Program of Study

The EdM is a non-thesis, non-licensure 32-credit-hour master's degree designed to be
completed in one academic year. Completion of this degree does not lead to teacher
licensure or certification. It emphasizes coursework, intellectual exploration, and
professional growth. Students typically enroll in four graduate courses (16 credit hours)
during the fall semester and four graduate courses (16 credit hours) during the spring
semester. Students develop their Program of Study in consultation with their academic
advisor and should maintain a current Plan of Study throughout their enrollment.

> Core Art Education Coursework

All EDM students complete a common core of Art Education coursework that provides a
foundation in the history, theory, and curriculum issues of the field. The core includes:

e ARTE 502: Curriculum Development (4 credit hours)
¢ ARTE 505: Foundations of Art Education (4 credit hours)
« Two additional ARTE courses approved by the student's advisor (8 credit hours)

Together, these courses fulfill the program requirement that students complete a minimum
of 16 credit hours in Art Education.



> Elective Coursework

The remaining coursework (up to 16 hours) can be selected according to personal interest
and in consultation with the student's advisor. Elective courses may be taken within Art
Education, the School of Art & Design, or other academic units across the university and
should support the student's professional interests, academic goals, and intellectual
development.

Graduate credit may be earned through approved 400- and 500-level courses. Students
may apply a maximum of two 400-level courses toward the degree, provided those courses
are taken for graduate credit with an approved graduate section available.

» Special Topics, Independent Study, and Forum

Because topics vary by semester, ARTE 501 may be repeated for credit when course
content differs.

Students may count one Independent Graduate Study (ARTE 591) toward the EdM
degree. Independent studies are arranged with a faculty supervisor and require approval
through the School of Art & Design registration process.

All EdM students must enrollin ARTE 591F: Art Education Forum during each fall
semester in residence. The Forum brings together graduate students across the Art
Education programs to share scholarship, discuss current issues in the field, and learn
about resources that support graduate study and professional development. ARTE 591F is
required but does not count toward the 32 credit hours required for the degree.

4. Academic Advising and Academic Progress

Each EdM student is assighed a faculty advisor within the Art Education program. Advisors
assist students in developing and reviewing their Program of Study, selecting appropriate
coursework, and making satisfactory progress toward degree completion.

Because the EdM is designed to be completed in one academic year, students should meet
with their advisor at least once each semester before registration. These meetings provide
an opportunity to review degree progress, discuss academic and professional goals, and
select courses that support the student's interests and satisfy program requirements.

Students are responsible for maintaining an up-to-date Plan of Study and monitoring their
progress toward degree completion. The Plan of Study should align with the student's
Graduate Degree Audit and serve as an ongoing record of coursework completed and
remaining degree requirements.



» Annual Review of Student Progress

In accordance with Graduate College policy, the Art Education Program conducts an
annual review of all enrolled graduate students. The purpose of the review is to assess
academic progress, clarify expectations, identify strengths and areas for growth, and
support timely degree completion.

Toward the end of each spring semester, students complete their Plan of Study as a guide
that documents coursework completed, academic accomplishments, and progress
toward degree requirements. Program faculty, acting as the Annual Academic Progress
Review Committee, review submitted materials and prepare an evaluation of each
student's progress. Students receive a copy of the review and may discuss it with their
advisor. Written responses or comments may also be submitted for consideration before
the review is finalized.

Because the EdM is intended to be completed in one academic year, students who
graduate on schedule will typically participate in the annual review process only once.

5. Funding

The EdM program is a self-funded professional master's degree. Students admitted to the
program should plan to cover tuition, fees, living expenses, and health insurance costs for
the duration of the program. Admission to the EdAM does not include a funding package,
tuition waiver, fellowship, or teaching assistantship.

Students seeking employment opportunities on campus may consult University resources
such as the Assistantship Clearinghouse and Handshake. Employment opportunities are
not guaranteed and are separate from admission to the EAM program.

6. Using Generative Al Responsibly

Writing, research, and critical inquiry are central components of graduate education. As
such, students are expected to uphold the principles of academic integrity and to take
responsibility for all work submitted for courses and program requirements.

Students should discuss the appropriate use of generative Al with individual instructors, as
expectations may vary across courses. Information about university guidance on
generative Al is available at:

https://www.vpaa.uillinois.edu/digital_risk_management/generative_ai/students


https://www.vpaa.uillinois.edu/digital_risk_management/generative_ai/students

If you use a generative Al tool in your work, you should cite it. The APA and MLA both
provide guidance for citing generative Al. Be sure to explain how the tool was used and the
extent to which it contributed to the final product. The key principle is transparency: do not
misrepresent Al-generated content as solely your own work.

When using generative Al:
e Follow only the specific uses permitted by your instructor.
e Document and appropriately attribute Al contributions to your coursework.

o Take full responsibility for the accuracy of all facts, interpretations, and sources
included in your work.

o \Verify all references and citations generated by Al tools before using them.
» What Generative Al Should Not Replace

Generative Al can support learning, but it should not replace the intellectual work expected
of graduate students.

¢ Do notuse Al to read and/or personally respond to the readings for course credit.

e Do notrely solely on information produced by generative Al, as it may be inaccurate,
misleading, biased, or fabricated.

¢ Betransparent about your use of Al and cite it appropriately.
¢ Do notuse Al as a substitute for critical thinking, analysis, or scholarly judgment.

¢ UseAlas atoolto support learning and writing, not as a replacement for your own
intellectual engagement.

7. Graduate College

All graduate students at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign are subject to the
policies and regulations of the Graduate College. Students in the EdM program should
consult both the School of Art & Design Graduate Student Handbook and the Graduate
College Handbook for information. See Grad College website: https://grad.illinois.edu/

Graduate College Handbook
https://handbook.grad.illinois.edu/full

Graduate Student Portal
https://grad.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-student-portal



https://grad.illinois.edu/
https://handbook.grad.illinois.edu/full
https://grad.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-student-portal

